TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN


Draft Minutes Planning Commission Meeting
November 12, 2013
Community Service Building
Torch Lake Township

Present:	Bretz, Joseph, Juall, Walworth, Jorgensen, King 
Absent:	Goossen
Others:	Briggs, Olsen, Grobbel
Audience:	Martel 

1. Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.  

  2.	Consideration of Agenda: 
Accepted as presented.

  3.	Correspondence, Meetings, Training, Announcements, etc.:
	None.

4. Approval of Minutes, September 10, 2013: 
Minutes amended to reflect absence of Joseph.  Motion to accept amended minutes by Juall, seconded by Bretz, passed 6-0. 

  5.	Concerns of the Public other than Agenda items:
None.

  6.	Election of Planning Commission Officers for 2013-2014:
Briggs will handle election of Chairman.  Nomination of Walworth for Planning Commission Chairman by Juall, seconded by King.  Passed 5-0. 
Nomination of Bretz for Planning Commission Vice Chairman by Juall, seconded by Joseph.  Passed 5-0.
Nomination of Jorgensen for Planning Commission Secretary by King, seconded by Joseph.  Passed 5-0.

  7.	Discussion of Changes and Possible Action to Amend Chapter VI, Agricultural:
Walworth had asked Grobbel to examine Agricultural Zoning ordinances.  Grobbel distributed three documents:  Retail Agricultural Enterprises, Proposed Wineries Ordinance and Proposed Commercial Kennels Ordinance. 

Document 1 – Retail Agricultural Enterprises
· Grobbel said that this document is based on a similar ordinance from Elmwood Township, where the public helped to develop the language.  Document addresses farm market versus retail ag enterprise and references definition from the State of Michigan.
· Bretz questioned whether prohibiting fireworks, and other possible uses, would be included.  Suggested language “unless otherwise listed”.
· This is intended to cover farm market operations not Farmer’s Market.
· King encouraged restriction for amount of product grown on-site; stipulated a percentage to be grown by farm.  Grobbel said it would be difficult to police.  Cited example of Peninsula Township growers who police each other.
· Joseph concerned about parking at farm market.  Suggested adding language for safe parking and access from road.
· Grobbel will tighten the language per the suggestions.

Document 2 – Proposed Wineries Ordinance
· Grobbel said that this document is based on a similar ordinance in Old Mission and Bingham Townships, where vineyard owners, wineries, et al. developed the language.
· Noted that wineries and associated uses are permitted as a Special Land Use within Ag District.
· Discussion around restrictions on minimum acreage and building size.  Joseph said that with restrictions, encourages a higher-scale business.
· Grobbel said that at this time, language for distilleries and breweries will be put on hold.

Document 3 – Proposed Commercial Kennels Ordinance.
· Discussion around kennels requiring special land use within one of three zones:  Agricultural, Village Business or Commercial. 

  8.	Concerns of the Public:
None.

  9.	Other Concerns of the Planning Commission:
None.

 10.	With no further business, meeting was adjourned by Walworth, seconded by Juall at 9:03. 
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